Evidence vs Judgement statement Video Resource (with subtitles)

0:01 (Grace)
Kia ora Leslie, welcome to our discussion this afternoon around two of the most critical areas in assessment design and moderation.

0:11 (Grace)
Before we continue, I'd like to open our discussion with Karakia

0:16 (Grace)
Toitū Toitū          (Sustainability)  
Toitū te waiora e....  (protect/preserve wellbeing) 
Toitū te Tinana  (physical/body) 
Toitū te hinengaro  (mind/intellect) 
Toitū te wairua  (spiritual) 
Toitū te whānau  (family) 
Toitū te waiora e… (protect/preserve wellbeing)  

(Leslie)
Kia ora. 

(Grace)
The two areas will be focusing on in the session, our evidence and judgement statements.

(Grace)
We'll be looking at what evidence and judgement statements are, why they're important, and how we use them in assessment design.

(Leslie) 
Thank you, Grace, and thank you for the welcome. And it's great to be here. And I'm looking forward to contributing to this important conversation around assessment design, in particular evidence and judgement statements.

(Grace)
So understanding what evidence the judgement statements are, am I correct to think that evidence statements is a simple answer and a guide to the assessor to what kind of information should be included in an answer
(Grace)
and judgement statements guide the assessor to the specific quality and quantity required in an asset to meet the requirements. 
(Leslie)
That is correct, Grace, absolutely. But just ahead of that discussion, when we're developing an assessment material, that's really important to ensure that the question accurately covers the PC requirements, particularly around the use of verbs such as describe, identify. And this is often the area
that we tend to see new writers struggle.
(Grace)
And you mentioned the use of verbs. Leslie, can you elaborate more on that please? 

(Leslie) 
Sure, here is. So it's an explanation if the PC verb is identified, then the expectation that is that the question and answer or the the evidence judgement, sample answer, should determine recognition or naming. So for instance, if the question was identify bird that is small and lives in urban areas, you might identify that bird as a Sparrow. However, if the PC asks for a description or to describe, then the expectation of the question in the evidence statement or sample answer requires more detail and it should include characteristics and features. So for instance, you might describe the bird as a Sparrow that has brown feathers, doesn't grow more than six centimetres tall, the male has darker feathers on its head and tends to be larger than the female.

So the evidence statement or sample answer should show the correct depth of understanding of the topic and including any relevant examples or evidence as per the example I've just given. And it's OK, and very common to have more than this needed in an event statement or a sample answer and that is why judgement statements are so crucial. 

(Grace)
Thanks Leslie. That was a very detailed explanation of what evidence statements are. Let's move on to judgement statements. What are judgement statements? Are they really important and necessary in
assessment design? 
(Leslie)
Very much so, Grace, even our judgement statement should clearly and accurately guide the assessor to how much of that evidence statement or sample answer the lunar is expected to go. And it's important when ensuring consistency, particularly because more often than not these going to be multiple assistants using the same material and we can get into a situation where we are either soft assisting which is just accepting inadequate answers or over assessing, expecting too much from the learner.

So in summary, when we pre modernise material, we're looking very closely at what the question is asking in relation to the PC, that the evidence sample answer is comprehensive enough and that the judgement statement very clearly sets out the minimum amount of that evidence statement that assists can accept, and making sure these areas of assessment design are robust and will lead them to positive post moderation going forward. If there's a weakness in their evidence and judgement statement, then it can impact quite negatively on post moderation and not meeting the national standard.

5:00 
(Grace)
Thanks, Leslie. It's very important for our providers to remember that our aim and quality assurance is to ensure that all assessors are given the appropriate guidance in the evidence statements and judgement statements.

Our discussion today, Leslie has confirmed my understanding that evidence statements are sample or model answers. They guide the assistant to the kind of information that should be included in an answer and that judgement statements should give sufficient guidance to every assessor and ensure that every assessor will arrive at the same outcome from the evidence provided. That ensures consistency.

5:49 (Leslie)
Absolutely, I think we've wrapped that up really well, Grace, but is there any other questions or anything else I can clarify for you? 

(Grace) 
No further questions from me, Leslie. Thank you so much for time for your time this afternoon before we close, I’ll close with a karakia whakamutunga.
Kia hora te marino,
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana,
Hei huarahu mā tatou I te rangi nei 
Aroha atu aroha mai tātou I a tātou katoa. 

6:21
Thank you.
